
TIP SHEET #8

When You Have an Emergency:
Providing for your animals &

ensuring their long-term care

Everyone can help end America’s homeless animal tragedy
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Animal companions are often overlooked in the event of their guardians' illness, accident or death.
Sadly, tens of thousands of animals are surrendered to shelters each year because of their guardian's
unexpected emergency or tragedy.  Here's how to prevent this from happening to your beloved com-
panion.

1) Ask at least two friends or family members to be
emergency caretakers for your animals if you become
incapacitated. Be sure they have care and feeding
instructions and the name of your veterinarian in
advance.

2) Keep an information card in your wallet with the
name of your emergency caretakers and their contact
information.

3) Post contact information for your emergency caretak-
ers inside your house (the inside of your front or back
door are good locations).

4) Post "in case of emergency" signs on your front door
or window to alert emergency personnel to the num-
ber and types of animals inside (and remember to

update the sign as needed, and to remove it if you
move).

5) The best way to provide for your animals in the event
of your death is by making formal arrangements that
specifically cover the care of your animals.  Do it now
- work with your attorney to draw up a special will or
trust to provide for your wishes regarding the care of
your animals.

6) Under the laws of all 50 states, you cannot leave any
part of your estate to your animals.  You may, howev-
er, leave a reasonable amount of money to your desig-
nated caretaker for the care of your pet.  Find a friend
or relative willing to take in your animals should the
unexpected happen.
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RESOURCES AND FURTHER INFORMATION ON PREPARING 
FOR THE UNEXPECTED

www.PetGuardian.com

www.hsus.org: click on "Pets", then "Pet Care"

www.estateplanningforpets.org

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE UNEXPECTED


