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Animal House

How one small press is making a name for itself
telling true tales about pets and zoos

By JupiTH RoseN

t's hecame an all 100
[ariliar scory: aurhor |
shope book idea, 1s
tuld ghar ic's "unmar-
kerable” and publishes i
suceesstully herself, In che
cage ol Diane Leigh and
Mariler Geyer's book on
honmzeless animals, Dmwe a2
Time: A Weed in an Asveri-
can Anmal Shefrer, how-
ever, there was @ twist. The
auchors didn'r rake their

N—-u‘n.-u.a-n-rr?

mianuscript and phoros
Lulus or the local copy shop. Tnseead,
they founded a nonprofic organization
rhar publishes books s part of irs educa-
tional autreach o generare awareness of
those who ase “unseen, ignored or disce-
garded by speciery”

If sales are any ancdiearion, Leigh and
Geyer's chronicle of a week in a typi-
cal animmal shelzer 15 indeed macket-
able. Since 2003, their book has sold
clese e 20,000 copics and will go inc
a fifth princing later ghis year. Mo Yoice
Unheard's second ricle, Derrick Jensen's
Thowpht to Exesr fr the Wild: Aswbening
Jronr the Mightmare of Zoor, with phocos hy
Easen Tweedy-Holmes, which came ouwt
lasr sumner, should gee o boose in selling
out its e prancing of 3,000 copies with
rw recent awards: de 2008 Eric Foffer
Award for Independene Books and the
2008 silwer medal in che Animals/Pers
caregnry for che Independent Publisher
Dok Awaerds,

Anaddirienal vede of confidence in the
press carne earker this pear when WNacional
Book MNerwaork added Mo Vinice Lnheard
tor its client rosrer after BN ended its
Bitlio Discribution operarion for miceo

—

presses, Mo

Wiodce Unleard
wis aneof only

DERRICE JERnIEX
aboue cwo EARES TWERDT HOLMES
dozen Biblio :

A Cadffarada freiry fawr om animad
bty alvocacy Bar vendvad i pre
Boater, anal o Gral falfveing,

Thought to Exist

ARl N ibhs Mighimier sl FPasg

s an acrivist and auchor known for che
stridency of hes passions, whether con-
cerning violencs in America, misogyny
or deforestarion, Shortly after e stzned
with che press, Leigh znd Geyer were
alele oy ineerese crade disteibutors o add
Mo Voice Unheuwrd oo cheir roscer. They
signed with Biblio in 2006

As it happens, fenscn came to Mo
%oice Unheasd wich his lacesr for che
same reasen Leigh and Geyer searced
the press—Dhe was eold char his book
was unmarkerable. “I have 12 books
ouc now,” said Jensen. "1 chought when
vour get to chis stage I'd have paeblish-
ers drooling over me.
W sene Thowghe to Exirr
ir the Wild o a bunch
of publishers and pot
rejection letcers from
all of them, Siccra Club
SCME & nasty rejecrion:
“We don't think ranes
like this advance dis-
course. Anacher pub-
Lisher wanred o cut che
photes. T was incredihly
mawved by Diancs ocher
b-l:lék, 50 [ was |'.-:1.E:-pj'
co gn with her, Otliec

pul:lishers aur
of 330 that the distriburor asked o sty

W are happy oo take on puhlishers if

they have good baaks, are planoing oo
have an ongoing program, are serious
about what rhey're doing and don'e have
ourragcons expectacions,” said MEN
senicw v-p Marianne Bohe “In this case,
Mo Voice Unbeard has 2 real following in
u specific niche, They have o good rack
record. And they have a really, really low
returns pare, 397

As for Leigh and CGreyer's animal activ-
ism—impelled by che face thar every nine
seconds a dog or car is cuthanized in 2
L5 anirmal sheleer—Bohr said, 1 don'e
think weve cver mirmed away o publisher
bevause of subjece marcer. W' by eo
sell the roo backlist books and rhe nex
ome.” There's no question e environ-
mencalise Deerick Jensen's presence on
the Mo Woice Unheard Lise elped. Jensen
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— than the budger, she's

everyrhing I'd wuane in

a publisher. She didn't tone down thes,

politics. She's whar acrivist publishing
is suppescd o be aluar,”

Althougrh Mo Woice Unlward doss noc
have a large prarmocion hudper, i has ao
strneed on productied values. " The boaks
we've done s far are very beauciful, very
visual books, In boch, we princed the
photos in dusrones. For us, its showing
the animals with dignicy and respect,”
said Leigh. "One of the nice things abour
being a nonprofic is thar as the proceeds
from sales come in, we're ahle ro do mose
cateeech and more educacion.”

Alrhough alter two books Mo Vaics
Unbeard still dossa't beve enough maney
o b mvere elian one ar a rime, it is in che
emidst of planning & third tiele on farm
animals. Tlee w-:lrlclnf; ricle, @5 relers to
the number of animals saved each year by
& PEersda on o vegerarian dict, B




